Resource List:
Community Involvement

( E : ® The resources listed here align with Focus on the Family’s philosophy and mission. Call us at 1-800-A-FAMILY,
F US or visit our online store at store.focusonthefamily.com. (Information is regularly updated, but it’s still possible
ON that an item originally available from Focus on the Family is now unavailable.) You might also be interested in
ek FAM I LY content posted on our website at focusonthefamily.com.
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|‘ Ways to Get Involved

General Resources
* Stay current on social issues and cultural trends that affect the family. Subscribe to Focus on the Family’s The Daily
Citizen™ and follow our Thriving Values webpage.

* Strengthen your Christian worldview by studying the issues. Family Policy Alliance (a public policy partner of Focus on the
Family) provides solid information and news from a pro-family perspective, and you can sign up for their daily email
update.

General Involvement

* Write to your city, state, or federal representatives about legislation or issues affecting traditional values and religious
freedom. You can find names and addresses of your state and federal elected officials through Family Policy Alliance’s
Action Center.

* Pray regularly for Focus on the Family and Family Policy Alliance staff, pro-family and pro-life organizations in your state,
and your elected leaders.

* Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper.
* Volunteer at a soup kitchen, homeless shelter, or retirement home.

* Lead a small group through Focus on the Family’s The Truth Project®. This DVD-based curriculum features 12 lessons on the
relevance and importance of living the Christian worldview in all areas of life.

* Lead a small group through Focus on the Family’s The Family Project™. This 12-lesson DVD-based curriculum explores the
theological, philosophical, and cultural underpinnings of the traditional family; and it combines that information with
inspiring stories and practical tools to help 21st-century families thrive.

* Support the efforts of state-based family policy councils.

Political Action

* Determine candidates” positions on pro-family issues, and let them know the rationale behind your vote.
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https://store.focusonthefamily.com/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/
https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/
https://dailycitizen.focusonthefamily.com/
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/understanding-the-issues
http://familypolicyalliance.com/
http://engage.citizenlink.com/site/PageServer?pagename=Action_Center
http://engage.citizenlink.com/site/PageServer?pagename=Action_Center
http://www.thetruthproject.org/
http://www.familyproject.com/
http://familypolicyalliance.com/allies/
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* Sponsor a voter registration drive at your church. Make sure you're registered to vote, and encourage others to do the same.
Read Constitutional Protections for Pastors for information on how federal law and IRS codes apply to churches and
pastors.

Marriage and Family

* Start a marriage-strengthening class or small group at your church. For materials, check out our Marriage Resources for
Churches online resource list.

* Organize and/or participate in a support group so you can exchange parenting ideas, money-saving tips, and babysitting
hours. Visit the Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) website for more ideas.

Pro-Life

* Prayerfully consider how you can minister to women in your area who are seeking abortions. Support your local pregnancy
center financially, and volunteer your time. To find the center nearest you, look in the Yellow Pages under “Abortion
Alternatives,” or visit OptionLine’s website.

* Oppose attempts to legalize doctor-prescribed death in your state, whether through a bill at the state legislature or a ballot
initiative. Read our Physician-Assisted Suicide article series and Q&A for more information on these issues.

* Volunteer at your local hospice or AIDS support group to provide compassionate care.

Education

* Participate in Bring Your Bible to School Day™.
* Run for your local school board, or volunteer for curriculum review committees.
* Browse the Education articles on our website.

* Talk to your church youth group and college class about the importance of sexual abstinence until marriage. Browse our
article series on abstinence education, and visit Abstinence Clearinghouse’s website.
Sexuality

* Form a community action group to fight pornography, or participate in an existing group.
Contact Pure Hope at 513-521-6227 or visit their website.

* Read our Life Challenges, Social Issues, and Parenting articles related to sexuality.

Books & Booklets ‘l

The Art of Neighboring: Building Genuine Relationships Starts Right Outside Your Door by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon (2012)
© 9780801014598
Exploring God's call to love our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:31), Pathak and Runyon offer practical ideas to reach out to
those around us—taking into account healthy fears, appropriate boundaries, and right motives.

A Cup of Cold Water in His Name by Lorie Newman (2012) ¢ 9781572935129
Newman offers 60 practical ways you can come alongside those who are physically and spiritually thirsty. Tangibly share
God’s love and hope.

Finding Calcutta by Mary Poplin (2008) ¢ 9780830834723
Poplin had only been a Christian for three years when she traveled to India to work with Mother Teresa. Here she shares all
she learned about service, humility, compassion, and spirituality —and how her experience has shaped her life and work.

Generous Justice: Finding Grace in God Through Practicing Justice by Dr. Timothy Keller (2010) e 9781594486074 o
Thoughtful and challenging, Keller’s guide helps seekers and lifelong Christians understand that God's justice for the poor and
marginalized is central to His command to “love thy neighbor as thyself.”


http://media.citizenlink.com/pdfs/PastorsGuidelines_summary.pdf
http://media.focusonthefamily.com/topicinfo/marriage_resources_for_churches.pdf
http://media.focusonthefamily.com/topicinfo/marriage_resources_for_churches.pdf
http://www.mops.org/
http://www.optionline.org/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/life-issues/physician-assisted-suicide/contrasting-approaches-to-end-of-life-issues
http://family.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/26744
http://www.bringyourbible.org/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/education
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/family/abstinence-education/abstinence-education-issue?_ga=1.196188393.459349212.1459348758
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/family/abstinence-education/abstinence-education-issue?_ga=1.196188393.459349212.1459348758
http://abstinence.net/
http://purehope.net/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/lifechallenges/understanding-homosexuality
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/sexuality
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting/sexuality
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/the-art-of-neighboring
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/a-cup-of-cold-water-in-his-name
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/finding-calcutta
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/generous-justice-how-god-s-grace-makes-us-just
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How to Love Your Neighbor Without Being Weird by Amy Lively (2015) ¢ 9780764217005 e (not currently available through Focus
on the Family)
“Loving your neighbor isn’t a random command; it's God’s perfect plan.”

| Beat the Odds by Michael Oher (2012) ¢ 9781592406388
“From Homelessness to the Blind Side and Beyond”

I Like Giving: The Transforming Power of a Generous Life by Brad Formsma (2014) ¢ 9781601425751
Be inspired to give of your time, talents, and resources —and help your children learn the joy of doing the same. What you
might consider a small gesture can mean a world of difference to someone in need.

Love Kindness by Barry Corey (2016) ¢ 9781496411969
“Discover the Power of a Forgotten Christian Virtue”

The Next Christians by Gabe Lyons (2012) ¢ 9780385529853
“Seven Ways You Can Live the Gospel and Restore the World”

Organic Outreach for Families: Turning Your Home Into a Lighthouse by Kevin and Sherry Harney (2012) ¢ 9780310273974
Consider how you can share your faith with your family, your neighborhood, and your community.

Overrated by Pastor Eugene Cho (2014) ¢ 9780781411127
“Are we more in love with the idea of changing the world than actually changing the world?” Cho encourages believers to
consider how God is calling us to make a difference.

Same Kind of Different As Me by Ron Hall and Denver Moore (2007) ® 9780849919107
“A Modern-Day Slave, an International Art Dealer, and the Unlikely Woman Who Bound Them Together”

Small Things With Great Love: Adventures in Loving Your Neighbor by Margot Starbuck (2012) 9780830838172 e
With humorous and insightful stories from her own life, Starbuck will open your eyes to the people around you —and the
impact you can have on them through even the smallest acts of love and care.

Under the Overpass by Mike Yankoski (2005) e 9781590524022
Yankoski and a friend chose to leave their comfortable lifestyle to live as homeless men. For five months they experienced life
on the streets in D.C., Denver, Portland, San Francisco, Phoenix, and San Diego.

Unlikely: Setting Aside Differences to Live Out the Gospel by Kevin Palau (2015) ¢ 9781476789446
Palau shares about the creation of CityServe, a partnership between the city of Portland and a group of churches.

When Invisible Children Sing by Dr. Chi Huang with Irwin Tang (2011) 9781414353111
“A True Story of Five Street Children, an Idealistic Young Doctor, and Their Dangerous Hope”

Foster & Adoptive Families Need Your L.O.V.E. ¢ Focus on the Family booklet
There are many ways to minister God’s love to children in foster care—and to the families that welcome them. Lighten the
load, Offer prayer, Volunteer your time, and Encourage.

|‘ Broadcasts & Audio ‘l

Adventures in Odyssey®: Out of Control #40 e 9781589972087 e
This album includes “The Case of the Disappearing Hortons.” Liz admits that her father lost his job, and the family has been
living in their car and using park restrooms.

Adventures in Odyssey®: A Date With Dad #46 ¢ 9781589973466 e
This album includes “A Time for Action.” Grady’s family is the recipient of an Adopt-a-Family box. But Grady convinces his
mom to give their gifts to the homeless man in the park.

Adventures in Odyssey®: Into the Light #47 « 9781589974463 e
“The Chosen One” is included. Kelly runs away from home and arrives at Whit’s End. She’s placed in a foster home, but after
praying and talking about it, the Washington family agrees to bring Kelly into their home.


https://store.focusonthefamily.com/i-beat-the-odds
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/i-like-giving
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/love-kindness
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/the-next-christians
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/organic-outreach-for-families
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/overrated
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/same-kind-of-different-as-me
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/small-things-with-great-love
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/under-the-overpass
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/unlikely
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/when-invisible-children-sing
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/love-booklet
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/out-of-control
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/a-date-with-dad-and-other-calamities
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/into-the-light
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Becoming the Widow’s Advocate (Herb Reese, Robert Jenner, Ryan Dunn) ¢ 9781624713279 e
When Reese discovered that a young widow in his church cried herself to sleep on the living room floor every night, he was
inspired to start New Commandment Men’s Ministry. This nationwide organization encourages and trains men in long-term
care for widows and single moms.

Caring for the Least of These (Lorie Newman) ¢ 9781624718878
Newman explores how Christians can show God’s love to the impoverished, forgotten, or hurting. Practical ideas range from
carrying $5 fast-food gift cards for the homeless, to opening your heart and home to children in foster care.

Changing Lives in the Inner City (Robert Woodson, Pastor Darryl Webster, Kurt Moore, James Miller, Tyrone Miller, Robert
Bigsbee) ¢ 9781624719394 o
Guests explain how they’re helping men overcome substance abuse and hopelessness to live confident, productive lives. The
transforming power of the Gospel and the efforts of both an inner-city entrepreneur and a local pastor are making a
tremendous difference in these families.

The Chapmans: A Heart for Orphans (Steven Curtis and Mary Beth Chapman) e 9781624715389 e
The Chapmans encourage listeners to support orphan-care ministries, and they share their own journey of adopting three
daughters from China. Be inspired to help families who choose adoption.

Courageously Stepping Out to Change the World (Pastor Eugene Cho) e 9781624719516
Cho shares about his struggle of learning how to “walk his talk.” He describes how his dream to start a church was
thwarted by unemployment and underemployment. He eventually became a pastor, took a mission trip to Burma, was
convicted to help alleviate global poverty, and started the organization One Day’s Wages.

Cultivating Community With Your Neighbors (Amy Lively) e 2350000010362
Lively’s invitation to a casual get-together grew into a thriving Bible study group. She shares suggestions for building
friendships and sharing Christ’s love.

Examining Our Faith: Christianity in the 21st Century (Dr. Timothy Keller) » 9781624713453 o
Keller shares thoughts from his book Counterfeit Gods, which examines the things people pursue to find happiness and
fulfillment, and he describes how Christians can engage non-believers. He also discusses The Prodigal God to reveal God’s grace
toward those who turn their backs on Him —and those who try to live a moral, rule-following life.

Impacting the Culture by Living Out Our Faith (Pastor Jim Garlow) 9781624710940 e
Christians can impact their culture by living out the values of their faith, and Garlow shares numerous examples from his own
life, including befriending homosexual activists and leaders in Planned Parenthood. It is possible to winsomely share the love
of Christ with nonbelievers —even those who may be hostile to us.

Living Out Your Faith in Culture (Pastor Brady Boyd, Gabe Lyons) e 9781624714726 e
Boyd and Lyons talk about Christian leadership, where the Church is heading and how it can effectively engage the culture,
and how believers can discern their role in God’s plan.

Making a Resolution to Care (Pastor Andy Stanley) e 9781624712272 o
With so many pressing needs around the world, Christians may find themselves growing weary in doing good. But Stanley
suggests that we consider helping one, not exhaust ourselves trying to help everyone. Rather than brief commitments where we
might only donate monetarily, he encourages listeners to “go deep, go long, and go time.”

A Man Called Norman (Mike Adkins) 9781624716614
Norman was a social misfit and a recluse. Virtually everybody in his small town made fun of him except his neighbor Mike.
Here, Mike shares the humorous and poignant story of his efforts to befriend Norman and share the Gospel with him —and he
inspires listeners to consider how they might share the love of Christ with those who seem unlovable.

Opening Your Home to Those in Need (Francis and Lisa Chan) e 9781624719448 e
The Chans challenge the Church to think beyond our own needs and comforts to follow God’s command to care for and serve
others. They describe the joys and challenges of becoming foster parents to a 17-year-old girl, and how that relationship has
strengthened their faith.

Putting Your Faith Into Action (Chuck Colson) e 2350000002657
If today’s believers would engage the culture the way the early Church did, Colson believes our nation could be transformed.
Here he discusses the importance of Christian orthodoxy and orthopraxy, the influence the Church has historically had on
society, and the responsibility of believers to stand up for their faith in the public arena.
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https://store.focusonthefamily.com/caring-for-the-least-of-these
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/changing-lives-in-the-inner-city
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/the-chapmans-a-heart-for-orphans
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/courageously-stepping-out-to-change-the-world
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https://store.focusonthefamily.com/making-a-resolution-to-care
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/a-man-called-norman
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/opening-your-home-to-those-in-need
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/putting-your-faith-into-action-cd
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Reaching Out to Others (Scott Walt) ® 9781624711787
Walt shares stories about how he and his wife rescued an elderly neighbor from freezing to death, about trusting God in
becoming missionaries, and about the Lord providing for them during an adoption. He honestly shares the doubts he had
about each step of their family’s journey —but he encourages others to see how God can use them to make a difference.

Reaching Out to Your Neighbors (Pastor Jay Pathak, Pastor Dave Runyon, Angela Wheaton) e 9781624714641 e
Pathak and Runyon encouraged their congregations to transform their neighborhoods, one household at a time. Here, they
suggest how to get acquainted and make friends with your neighbors, sharing the love of Jesus in practical, everyday ways.

Reclaiming the Culture of Your Community (Bryan Wickens) @ 9781624713460
Wickens discusses his grassroots efforts to reduce the number of sexually oriented businesses in his community, and he offers
advice about how listeners can make a positive difference in their own communities.

Serving As a Family This Christmas (Bob Welch, Matthew West, Lejla Allison) e 9781624711985
Learn how your family can give others the greatest gift—a personal relationship with Jesus Christ—by turning your focus
outward and sharing your time, talents, and treasures.

Sharing Your Faith As a Family (Pastor Kevin and Mrs. Sherry Harney) e 9781624719219 o
The Harneys share from their book Organic Outreach for Families and offer practical ideas to help your family minister to others.
Reaching out isn’t necessarily easy, but God can work through our efforts —and it offers a valuable lesson for children about
how to serve others.

Showing Kindness and Generosity to Others (call-in) 9781624718205 e
Focus on the Family constituents remember when someone went out of their way to provide a miracle in a moment of need. Be
inspired to consider how you and your family can give to others.

Using Kindness to Open Doors in the Culture (Dr. Barry Corey) 2350000010294 o
Biola University’s president sheds light on the Bible’s definition of kindness and describes how Christians can live it out. We
need a firm center (theological conviction) with soft edges (kindness).

The Value of Standing for Life (Jim Daly, Dr. Juli Slattery, John Fuller) e 9781624713194
In response to a case against a Philadelphia abortionist, Daly, Slattery, and Fuller reaffirm the value of human life. They discuss
Focus’ heart and strategy for standing for life without compromise, and they encourage listeners to be actively involved in
upholding the sanctity of human life in their own communities.

Focus on the Family
Resource Lists and Q&As

Resource Lists
¢ FocusOnTheFamily.com/ResourceLists
Find recommended resources and referrals listed by topic, including the following;:

Evangelism ¢ RL074 ¢
Social Issues e RL00S e
Summer Missions for Teens ¢ RL063 e

Q&As
¢ FocusOnTheFamily.com/FamilyQuestions
Browse our Q&As for advice and encouragement.


https://store.focusonthefamily.com/reaching-out-to-others
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/reaching-out-to-your-neighbors
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/reclaiming-the-culture-of-your-community
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/serving-as-a-family-this-christmas
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/sharing-your-faith-as-a-family
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/showing-kindness-and-generosity-to-others
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/using-kindness-to-open-doors-in-the-culture-cd
https://store.focusonthefamily.com/the-value-of-standing-for-life
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/resourcelists
http://media.focusonthefamily.com/topicinfo/evangelism.pdf
http://media.focusonthefamily.com/topicinfo/social_issues.pdf
http://media.focusonthefamily.com/topicinfo/summer_missions_for_teens.pdf
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/FamilyQuestions
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I' Referrals ‘l

Focus on the Family Counseling Consultation Line
If you're struggling and need someone to talk to, Focus on the Family offers a free phone counseling consultation with a
licensed counselor. Call 1-855-771-HELP (4357), Monday through Friday, 6:00 AM to 8:00 PM (MT). Our staff may need
to call you back, but they’d love to speak with you.

Focus on the Family’s Christian Counselor Network
Search for licensed Christian counselors in your area: FocusOnTheFamily.com/Find ACounselor

Focus on the Family’s Wait No More®
8605 Explorer Drive
Colorado Springs, CO 80920
waitnomore.org
e We provide information about the adoption and foster care process, resource recommendations, and post-placement
support.

African Children’s Choir
Music for Life Institute
P.O. Box 29690
Bellingham, WA 98228
877/532-8651
africanchildrenschoir.com
o This touring children’s choir raises money to support educational and humanitarian programs across East and South Africa,
changing the lives of thousands of Africa’s most vulnerable children.

Association of Gospel Rescue Missions
7222 Commerce Center Drive, Suite 120
Colorado Springs, CO 80919
800/473-7283
agrm.org
¢ This organization promotes fellowship among —and provides services to—local rescue missions and ministries.

Bethel Bible Village
3001 Hamill Road
Hixson, TN 37343
423/842-5757
bbv.org
o This outreach ministers to children of families in crisis —whether families are facing illness, divorce, economic downturn,
incarceration, institutionalization, addiction, abandonment, or other difficulty.

Dale House
7 West Dale Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
719/471-0642
dalehouseproject.org
¢ Dale House reaches out to delinquent, neglected, and abused teens who can’t return home. Within the context of community
living, they’re taught skills for independent living.

Door of Hope
P.O. Box 90455
Pasadena, CA 91109
626/304-9130
doorofhope.us
e Door of Hope helps return homeless families to productive lives in society through a relationship with Jesus Christ.


http://www.focusonthefamily.com/lifechallenges/emotional-health/counseling-services-and-referrals
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/lifechallenges/emotional-health/counseling-services-and-referrals
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/findacounselor
https://www.waitnomore.org/
http://www.africanchildrenschoir.com/
http://www.agrm.org/
http://www.bbv.org/
http://dalehouseproject.org/
http://www.doorofhope.us/
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Emmaus Ministries
4201 North Troy Street
Chicago, IL 60618
773/334-6063
streets.org
¢ Through evangelism and education, this ministry provides hope in Christ and makes Jesus known to men involved in sexual
exploitation, drug addiction, and alcoholism.

Habitat for Humanity
121 Habitat Street
Americus, GA 31709
800/422-4828
habitat.org
¢ This outreach builds and rehabilitates homes to help eliminate poverty housing.

Holt International Children’s Services
P.O. Box 2880
Eugene, OR 97401
888/355-4658
holtintl.org
¢ This organization is a world leader in international adoption and child welfare programs. It's dedicated to carrying out
God’s plan for every child to have a permanent, loving family.

National Alliance to End Homelessness
1518 K Street NW, 2nd Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005
202/638-1526
endhomelessness.org
o This federal advocacy organization offers information about homelessness —the issues and policies involved, potential
solutions, and how you can take action.

Referrals to secular organizations dealing with specialized areas of knowledge shouldn’t be read as an indication that their stances necessarily align
with Focus on the Family’s perspective in all areas.

© 2018 Focus on the Family. All rights reserved. This resource list may be photocopied without change and in its entirety for non-commercial purposes without prior
permission from Focus on the Family. For additional permission requests, use our online form: focusonthefamily.com/about/policies/reprint-permissions
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