
Focus on the Family • 8605 Explorer Dr., Colorado Springs, CO 80920 • 800-A-FAMILY (232-6459) • FocusOnTheFamily.com

J i m’s h e a r t JUNE 2021

Dear Friend:

Greetings from Focus on the Family! Summertime is finally here — and after a winter of ongoing 
restrictions, I pray you and your family have the opportunity to get outside, soak up some sunshine, 
and make lasting memories.

Now that both my sons have graduated and Jean and I are processing the reality of an empty nest, it’s 
even more clear how precious the years of camping trips and other summer fun are. The years when 
our children are in our care and under our constant guidance and influence are special, but they can 
also be a challenge.

That’s why at Focus, we are committed to providing families with practical guidance and quality 
resources to help parents like you navigate those developmental years. 

Parenting resources
We regularly release new titles geared toward equipping moms and dads for their parenting journey, 
such as our own Dr. Danny Huerta’s new book, Seven Traits of Effective Parenting. Danny is Focus on 
the Family’s Vice President of Parenting and Youth, and his book teaches parents about the skills and 
characteristics that are most important as they strive to raise caring, responsible, and godly children. 
I’m excited to share Danny’s wisdom and in-the-trenches advice with mothers and fathers around 
the world.

We also maintain a well-stocked online store of books, broadcast CDs and digital downloads, videos, 
and other resources specifically created for parents. From practical advice on particular topics to 
inspiring biographies to Focus on the Family Radio Theatre productions, there’s truly something for 
every family.

In addition, our daily broadcast offers practical, Scriptural advice for parents during all stages of life. 
And our Plugged In team will help you navigate today’s culture through reviews of movies, music, 
games, books and more, as well as a weekly podcast that offers insight into current media choices and 
culture-related topics.

The Focus on the Family App allows you to access critical parenting resources anywhere and anytime. 
Get the tools you need wherever life takes you. When you download the free app, you have access to 
the daily broadcast, marriage and parenting podcasts, Adventures in Odyssey audio dramas and podcasts, 
articles, devotions, assessments and many more resources.

For the kids
Meanwhile, our ministry makes available a broad array of materials tailored specifically for children. 
Our Adventures in Odyssey radio series, for example, is an award-winning audio drama targeting kids 
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ages 8-12 – although we often hear from adults who have been listening for decades and continue 
tuning in faithfully!

Adventures in Odyssey audio dramas offer family-friendly, faith-building lessons on a wide variety of 
topics and timely issues, and it’s a great way to while away some hours during a summer road trip. In 
addition to CD albums, online episodes at adventuresinodyssey.com, and programs that air directly on 
local radio stations, our Adventures in Odyssey Club includes unlimited streaming, daily devotions, a  
Focus on the Family Clubhouse magazine subscription, exclusive members-only episodes, and much 
more! (More information is available at oaclub.org.)

In addition, Brio magazine provides great information and a biblical worldview for teen girls.

Testimonies from grateful parents
Thankfully, we continue hearing from those who tell us that their own parenting has been helped 
and enhanced significantly by our efforts. May I share with you just a few of the testimonials that 
have reached us in recent weeks?

I love the Focus on the Family App! I am a parent of four and there is so much valuable 
information on your episodes. They help in navigating the challenges as a parent in today’s world 
and in understanding what my kids are facing. Your programs help me adapt to their world as a 
father — and to their constantly changing moods and personalities. Previously I listened mostly 
to podcasts, because it was easier to play many episodes back-to-back in the background during 
work, but I very quickly ran out of podcasts to listen to, so I downloaded the app and it opened 
up so much more material to me. Thanks so much for all you guys do at Focus on the Family! 
It has truly made a difference in our home and in our relationships! 
–Andrew, South Carolina

I just wanted to say thank you for all the wonderful broadcasts you offer! I appreciate the variety 
of topics you cover. One of my goals for this year is to listen to more of them! I like to listen 
when I go for a walk. It helps pass the time and benefits me both physically and mentally. I 
have two teen boys, 13 and 16, and my husband and I are having a hard time, both in teaching 
them to become responsible, respectful adults and in starting to let go and give them more 
freedom to make their own choices (and mistakes!). This world offers them so many lures and 
temptations and I am afraid to let them go. Your programs give me hope and help me to know 
I’m not the only parent struggling with these issues … Again, thank you, Focus, for all you are 
doing. I appreciate you and the help and hope you have given me and many others! 
–Karyn, Colorado

This is a praise report: I want to thank God for you all. As part of a promotion from Focus, I 
chose the gift of “The Ties that Bind” CD album from the Adventures in Odyssey series. I 
am married with one son. He is 12 years old and currently lives in a home of division. I am a 
follower of Jesus Christ, but my husband has not yet followed Him. For a little history about 
us, although our son is 12, we have only been married seven years. I was saved and began my 
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walk nine years ago, a couple of years before we got married. During these years, God has taught 
me so much about His design, the importance of the family unit, and how that reflects Him. It 
has not been easy, as we did not grow up with the model of a godly family. I am very thankful 
for the lessons that I have learned. Things have been complicated at home and God’s design for 
family has not often been respected or valued. I take our son to church and we often discuss God’s 
Word. I try to share everything I am learning. My husband has tended to go against what I try to 
model for our son. This causes emotional frustration and discord tends to happen. I fall short daily, 
but am thankful God always picks me back up to try again. My son is many times divided in his 
understanding and I am reminded of the “house built on sand” that Jesus referenced in Matthew 
7:27. Now that you know this, I hope you can understand how thankful I am for that Adventures 
in Odyssey gift. We have never listened to that series before. I probably would have never purchased 
it. My son and I listen to an episode almost daily now! We listen in the car and he even responds 
to the discussion questions! I am learning so much also. We are connecting! I am crying thinking 
about it because for that half an hour or so of listening, we are at peace and I feel God’s peace. We 
may be in the process of learning, and we may not be displaying a perfect model of God’s design 
for family right now, but our son is able to understand a healthy example through this series.
–Jennifer, Kansas

When I saw the invitation to say what Focus has meant to me, I thought “There is no way I 
can fit it on that little piece of paper!” So I will shorten it up! I grew up in a pretty dysfunctional 
home, and when I was 14, my mother ended her life. My dad had a rough upbringing and had 
no idea how to be a father. I remember praying for God to teach me how be a mother when my 
daughter was born because I knew I had no idea. I honestly believe Focus on the Family helped 
teach me what “normal” parenting was. I was glued to every broadcast and every book. I know 
without a doubt that God used Focus on the Family to parent me so I would know how to parent 
my kids. My kids are now in their thirties. I will be forever grateful for Focus on the Family. You 
have been there for me during hard times, too, and sent me books when my marriage was crumbling. 
You provided a personal counselor at a moment of difficulty with my father. I am forever thankful 
for the ministry – it has literally affected millions of lives.
–Nina, California

As encouraging as it is for our team to track the numbers and statistics related to those our ministry has 
impacted, there’s nothing quite as exciting as hearing directly from someone who describes how Focus 
has had a life-changing influence on them. Marriages saved, destructive patterns changed, and families 
transformed — this is why we exist and why our dedicated staff members show up day after day to 
labor on behalf of families across the globe.

Remember that we’re here for you, too. If you’re facing difficulty or simply need suggestions for a 
common parenting issue, please remember that Focus stands ready to assist you. Our website has a 
wealth of helpful content, and our team of caring counselors offers one-time phone consults for those 
dealing with complex problems or crises. They can be reached by calling 1-855-771-HELP (4357) 
weekdays from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Mountain Time).
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These resources are only possible through the faithful support of friends like you. As a nonprofit 
ministry, we need friends like you to help stand in the gap for families. Please give today to empower 
parents to raise children who are bold in their faith. Through your generosity, you’ll make all the 
resources and programs of Focus on the Family available for your family and so many others. Together 
we can sow into the eternities of struggling families.

Thank you for taking a few minutes to read about Focus’ continued outreach efforts. May God grant 
you and your loved ones a safe, healthy, and memorable summer! Abundant blessings to you.

   Sincerely,

Jim Daly
President

P.S.  After the challenges of the past year, parents need biblical resources more than ever. Will you 
help equip them and strengthen families with your gift today? I would also appreciate your 
prayers that the Lord will sustain Focus’ various initiatives in a way that touches and changes 
many lives.






