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Summer  
   Challenge: 

MARRIAGE EDITION

Conquer this list of fun to-do’s to  
help you connect with your spouse

Date Ideas Around Town

BY ANDREA GUTIERREZ

Andrea Gutierrez is the 

managing editor of Focus  

on the Family magazine.  

Her favorite summer activities 

to do with her husband  

include camping, cookouts 

and frequenting ski resorts  

during the offseason.

Listen to a broadcast together.

FocusOnTheFamily.com/Shows/Broadcast

Make a lasting difference in someone’s  
marriage. You can encourage, support  
and mentor hurting couples.  

FocusMarriageChampions.com

Share this challenge with another couple.

FocusOnTheFamily.com/Magazine

  Attend your town’s 
Fourth of July 
parade, fireworks 
show or summer 
festival. 

  Be a tourist in your 
own town and visit 
a landmark you’ve 
never seen before.

  Tour a local museum 
and develop a 
renewed pride for 
your town’s history.

  Take a silly selfie  
with your town’s  
scenic landmark  
as a backdrop. 

 Search a thrift 
store to find crazy 
clothes to wear for 
tonight’s date night 
or your next date 
night together.

Bon
us

!

  Play games at the 
carnival or county  
fair and share a  
midday snack.

 
  Have a night out.  
If this were your first 
date, where would 
you go?  

 Buy one scoop  

of ice cream at all the 
parlors around town 
to find both of your 
new favorite flavors.

  Re-create a picture 
from your past.

  Dine at a restaurant 
that starts with the 
same letter as your 
last name.

Print & fold this booklet in half and 
enjoy the 40 ideas to help you capture 
meaningful moments with your spouse. 
These fun to-do’s aren’t in any order, so 
skip around this list to see if you can 
check off all of them before summer 
ends.



At Home and at Church In the Neighborhood

  Hide encouraging 
notes in your 
spouse’s Bible, latest 
book or briefcase.

  Attend a church 
event.

  Gaze at the stars, 
marvel at God’s 
majesty and dream 
about the future.

  Play “your song”  
and sing along.

  Come up with an odd 
ingredient to inspire 
tonight’s dinner. 
Prepare the dish 
together.

  Plant a tree in honor  
of a loved one.

 Do a chore 
around the house 
together that your 
spouse or you  
usually handle alone.

 Scatter glow-
sticks around your 
yard during daylight 
hours. At nightfall, 
race to find them.

 Agree to secretly 
do something nice 
for the other person. 
Leave hints about 
what you want your 
spouse to discover.

  Create a new beverage 
concoction and dare 
each other to take a sip.

  Drop by your spouse’s 
workplace for a surprise 
lunch date.

  Choose a favorite 
Scripture to become 
your family’s summer 
verse.

  Meet a new fellow  
congregant together.

  Attend service at a new 
time or sit somewhere 
new.

  Invite friends to your 
house for appetizers,  
prayer and worship.

  Pray for your pastor.

  Give your spouse 
the gift of a night off, 
whether to relax at 
home or for a chance 
to get out of the 
house for quiet time 
or time with friends.

  Volunteer together  
at church.

  Share the Gospel 
together with a 
stranger, family 
member or friend.

  Scour your 
memoriabilia for a 
photo of the two of 
you. Enlarge it for 
your wall. If it’s a 
throwback, all  
the better!

  Pick up trash around 
your neighborhood 
together. Don’t 
forget to bring a bag!

  Picnic at every 
park in your 
neighborhood.

  Search for the silliest 
item at a garage  
sale. Buy it for your 
spouse as an  
end-of-summer gift.

 Play at a play-
ground with your 
kids or nieces and 
nephews. Who 
says you’re too old 
to swing or slide?

  As a couple, 
take a welcome 
basket to a new 
neighbor.

  Secretly serve 
a neighbor 
together with 
an act of 
kindness.

  Pay for a 
stranger’s 
coffee.

  Buy Popsicles for the 
neighborhood kids 
and hand them out 
together.

  Invite friends over 
for a barbecue and 
play yard games.

  Get outdoors  
for some  
exercise. 
Walk or bike 
around your 
neighborhood.
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Summer Challenge: 
MARRIAGE EDITION

Bible 
READING 

IN THE 
BUSYNESS

BY STEPHEN MILLER

Le� � sLe� � s

Discover advice, tips and activities 
from a biblical perspective.

FocusOnTheFamily.com/Magazine



  Buy one scoop of ice cream at all the parlors 
around town to find both of your new favorite 
flavors.

   Tour a local museum and develop a renewed 
pride for your town’s history.

  Take a silly selfie with your town’s scenic 
landmark as a backdrop. 

  Play games at the carnival or county fair and 
share a midday snack. 

    Have a night out. If this was your first date, 
where would you go?

  Search a thrift store to find crazy clothes to 
wear for tonight’s date night or your next date 
night together.

  Recreate a picture from your past.

  Dine at a restaurant that starts with the same 
letter as your last name.

  Attend your town’s Fourth of July parade, 
fireworks show or summer festival.

   Be a tourist in your own town and visit a 
landmark you’ve never seen before.

 Play “your song” and sing along.

  Come up with an odd ingredient to inspire 
tonight’s dinner. Prepare the dish together.

   Scour your memorabilia for a photo of the 
two of you. Enlarge it for your wall. If it’s a 
throwback, all the better!

   Scatter glowsticks around your yard during 
daylight hours. At nightfall, race to find them.

  Agree to secretly do something nice for the 
other person. Leave hints about what you want 
your spouse to discover.

  Give your spouse the gift of a night off, whether 
to relax at home or for a chance to get out of 
the house for quiet time or time with friends.

  Drop by your spouse’s workplace for a surprise 
lunch date.

 Plant a tree in honor of a loved one.

  Create a new beverage concoction and dare 
each other to take a sip.

  Do a chore around the house together that your 
spouse or you usually handle alone.

  Volunteer together at church.

 Attend a church event.

  Choose a favorite Scripture to become your 
family’s summer verse.

  Meet a new fellow congregant together.

  Attend service at a new time or sit somewhere 
new.

  Pray for your pastor.

  Invite friends to your house for appetizers, 
prayer and worship.

  Hide encouraging notes in your spouse’s Bible, 
latest book or briefcase.

  Gaze at the stars, marvel at God’s majesty and 
dream about the future.

  Share the Gospel together with a stranger, 
family member or friend.

  Search for the silliest item at a garage sale. Buy it 
for your spouse as an end-of-summer gift.

  Secretly serve a neighbor together with an act 
of kindness.

   Pay for a stranger’s coffee.

  Get outdoors for some exercise. Walk or bike 
around your neighborhood.

   Buy Popsicles for the neighborhood kids and 
hand them out together.

  Invite friends over for a barbecue and play yard 
games.

  Picnic at every park in your neighborhood.

  Play at a playground with your kids or nieces 
and nephews. Who says you’re too grown to 
swing or slide?

  As a couple, take a welcome basket to a new 
neighbor.

  Pick up trash around your neighborhood 
together. Don’t forget to bring a bag!

Summer  
Challenge: 

Conquer this list of fun to-do’s to  
help you connect with your spouse

MARRIAGE EDITION

At Home and  
at Church

Date Ideas
Around Town

In the 
Neighborhood

Listen to a broadcast together.

FocusOnTheFamily.com/Shows/Broadcast

Make a lasting difference in someone’s  
marriage. You can encourage, support  
and mentor hurting couples.  

FocusMarriageChampions.com

Share this challenge with another couple.

FocusOnTheFamily.com/MagazineBonus!
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