HOMESCHOOL

Write Your Why and Educational Philosophy

Use this handout to turn conviction into clarity. A strong homeschool does not begin with finding the
perfect curriculum. It begins with knowing why you are homeschooling, what kind of adults you hope
to raise. Then, you will have a compass to point you to the culture of learning that fits your family.

1.Start with your why
Write 2-4 sentences. Be simple and honest. Why are you homeschooling?

e What has lead our family here?
* What do we believe homeschooling allows us to do that matters most?
 What do we want our children to understand about why we chose this path?

2.Name the kind of adults you hope to raise
Think beyond academics. What kind of character, faith, and maturity do you hope to see in your children as adults?

e What qualities matter most to our family?
e What do we hope our children will carry into adulthood?
e How do we want them to love God, people, work, truth, and responsibiltiy?

3.Define the learning culture that fits your family
Describe the kind of homeschool life you want to build.

e What kind of daily atmosphere do we want in our home?

* What matters more to us: pace, depth, flexibility, structure, wonder, mastery, or family rhythm?
e How do our children learn best?

What would a thriving day look like in our home?

4.Know your legal reality
Add your state-specific requirements here. This helps you choose a path that fits both your family and the law.

e What does our state require for homeschooling?
e What record, subjects, testing, or reporting matter?
e What freedoms do we have?
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5.Use your philosophy as a curriculum filter
Every curriculum carries assumptions about children, learning, pace, authority, and goals.

e Does the curriculum fit our why?

e Does it fit the kind of adults we hope to raise?
e Does it fit our family’s learning culture?

e Does it fit our children as they actually are?

e Does it fit our legal requirements?

6.Use your philosophy as a conference filter
Conferences are full of ideas, methods, and strong opinions. Clairty will help you listen without being tossed around.

e What philosophy is underneath this vendor, speaker, or method?
e s this a good fit for our family?

e What do | need to learn more about before making a decision?

7.Draft your educational philosophy

Put it all together in one short working statement. This does not need to be perfect. It needs to be clear enough
fo guide you.

8. Next faithful step

One thing | need to research:

One decision | need to make:

One change | need to make in our home or school culture:

Reminder: Confidence comes from clairty and calling, not credentials.
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